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ÁTo use corpus methodslike fine-grained
annotation and learner corpus data 

Áȣto revealwhat has goneunnoticedin 
experimental studieson L2 Spa acquisitionȣ

Áȣabout the distribution of overt/null pronominal 
subjects[=anaphoraresolutionɎ ȣ

ÁȣÁÎÄ to proposea new pragmatic principle
that can accountfor the observeddata.

2



Á In pro-drop languages like Spanish(and Italian, Greek, etc) both
overt & null pronominal subjects  are syntactically licensed :

(1) Él / Ø bebe   cerveza

He/ *Ø drinks beer

óHe drinks beer ô

Áȣ"ÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÐÐÁÒÅÎÔÌÙ ȰÆÒÅÅȱ ÓÙÎÔÁÃÔÉÃ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ 
discursively at the syntax-discourse interface by information 
structure: topic-continuity and topic-shift .
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TOPIC-CONTINUITY
Á Topic= known/old information to hearerfrom precedingcontext.
Á Topiccontinuity ismarkedvianull pronoun in nativeSpanish.

[Previouscontext: talkingaboutthemaincharacterof a film]

En la película el protagonistatiene una familia y Øtrabajaen un programade 

televisión. Un díaØempiezaa recibirvideos anónimos... 

[RSZ, Spa native, CEDEL2 corpus]

Theoreticalliteratureon pronominal distribution in discourse:

Liceraset al. 2010, Alonso-Ovalleet al 2002, Lozano 2009a, 2009b, Luján1999, Rigau1986, 

Picallo1994, Alonso-Ovalle& DôIntrono2000, Fenández-Soriano 1989, 1993, 1999, Montalbetti

1984, 1986, etc, etc.
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TOPIC-SHIFT
Á Changeof referent in discourserequirestopic-shiftČ use of overt

pronoun in nativeSpa.
[Previouscontext: talkingaboutthemaincharactersof thefilm ñTheillusionistò, a manand a woman]

La ¼ltima pel²cula que he visto es la de òEl Ilusionistaó ... Los protagonistasson dos 
jóvenes que se conoceny se enamoran. Élesde clasebaja, mientrasqueellaesde 
familianoble ... [SPH, Spa native, CEDEL2 corpus]

Á BUT alsopossiblefull NP in topic-shift contexts.
Á Thisfact has goneunnoticedin the L2 literature

Á Key question: when overt and when NP?? ČWE WILL SEE LATER.

Un díael príncipey suprometidaacudena verel espectáculo... El príncipe
sospechade quesuprometidale esinfiely Ø mandaa unode sussecuacesa 
perseguirla...

Al final, el ilusionistay la chicapreparansuhuida... El príncipetermina
suicidándosey, al final, el ilusionistay la chicaconsiguenestarjuntos

[SPH, Spa native, CEDEL2 corpus]
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Á ¬Learners acquirethe syntactic alternation of overt/null pronouns
from early stagesof acquisition Č native-like knowledge

Él/Ø bebe cerveza.

Liceras1989, Phinney1987, Lozano 2002a, etc etc.

Á BUT discursive constraints arepersistently problematic until 
very advanced stages.
Á L2ers overproduceovert subjectsin topic-continuity:

Pedro    é  #él bebe cerveza é #él bebe vino.

Á L2ers rarelyunderproduce
Pedro é Mar²a  é  #Ø bebe cerveza é #Ø bebe vino.

Perez-Leoruxet al 1999, Perez-Leroux& Glass 1997, 1999, Al-Kasey & Perez-Leroux1998, 2002b, 2002c, 
Montrul & Rodriguez-Louro2006, Margaza& Bel2006, Liceraset al. 2010, Rothman 2009

Á What is the causeof learnersȭ persistentdiscursiveproblems?
ÁȰ).4%2&!#% (90/4(%3)3ȱ (Sorace2011) L2ers have deficits/problems 

when the syntax interfaces with other modules like discourse.
ǐBUT wewill seethis explanationisnot enough.
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ÁPreviousL2 studies: mostly
(quasi)experimental

ÁHencetrue pronominal distribution has been
traditionally studiedin artificial contexts
(=comprehension) and NOT in naturalistic
contextswith corpora(=production).

ÁLarge learner corpus data rarelyusedto
investigateanaphoraresolution.
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Pedro [+masc] NP: Pedro ¬

Antonio [+masc] #overt:  él 

#null: Ø     ®

Pedro [+masc] #NP: Pedro    ̄
María [-masc] overt:  él           °

#null: Ø            ±

Pedro [+masc] #NP: Pedro     ²
#overt:  él         ³
null: Ø                 ´ 9
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Á CEDEL2:
Á L1 English ɀL2 Spanish 
Á c. 750.000 words, 2.400 participants
ÁAll proficiency levels (beginner, intermediate, advanced)
ÁAlso: comparable nativeSpanishsubcorpus.

Á Data tagged:
ÁOnly [+human] [3rd person] [sing] /[plu] syntactic subjects
ǐ i.e., human characters in discourse, with shift of referents in description of a film (unknown 

to the reader to avoid bias in overuse of Ø in Topic-3ÈÉÆÔ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ 
knowledge of known stories like Little Red Riding Hood (cf. Montrul & R.Louro2006).

Á Software: UAM Corpus Tool (Oȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ ΨΦΦίɊ Č tagging & stats.
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LEARNERS(N=10) NATIVES(N=10)

Filename Age Proficiency 

(0~43)

Self prof. 

(1~6)

Stay length 

(months)

Filename Age Variety 

(country)

93_30_10_3_JM 30 40 4.5 9 24_3_AAV 24 Spain

93_20_4.5_3_KB 20 40 5.25 4.25 33_3_CMM 33 Spain

95_28_15_3_KDH 28 41 5 2.5 21_3_CPV 21 Spain

95_43_12_3_ML 43 41 5 35 51_3_GDC 51 Spain

95_58_3_3_SAR 58 41 5.25 12 25_3_MCC 25 Argentina

98_49_10_3_GWB 49 42 6 27 32_3_MDD 32 Spain

98_20_8_3_JEL 20 42 5.5 7 58_3_MI 58 Mexico

98_48_11_3_OPE 48 42 5 16 45_3_RP 45 Spain

98_47_29_3_TLS 47 42 6 10 26_3_RSZ 26 Argentina

100_28_8_3_KEM 28 43 5.5 10 30_3_SPH 30 Spain

AVERAGE 37.1 41.4 5.3 13.3 34.5
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